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	Dear Parents / Carers


	 




In an effort to increase your child’s personal and social development we would like to encourage the children to say goodbye to their adult at the door and enter the school building independently.

As always there will be a member of staff at the door to ensure the children enter safely and stay in the school building. Should you wish to pass a message to the class teacher the member of staff on the door will be happy to communicate this on your behalf. The class teacher will continue to work with the children to ensure on entry routines are followed.

We will begin to encourage this approach immediately and would ask that all children aim to be coming in independently by Monday 10th October. 

The rota for parent drop in mornings operated for Year 1 will remain unchanged.

	Thank you for your questionnaire responses at the end of the last school year. We value your contribution and will certainly take them into consideration when developing the school improvement plan.

It was lovely to read about things you value in school, in particular our efforts to raise awareness of other cultures and also increase trips and visits.

An issue raised was the cancellation of Fun Day, we agree this was disappointing and we are looking at ways to avoid this, thanks to those parents who offered some suggestions. 

We will continue to build on the areas you value and also look forward to making some exciting changes this year in the areas both school and parents feel would be beneficial…watch this space!


	

	
	

	
	The Summer Family Challenge proved popular and we have all enjoyed looking at the I Spy challenge. I was amazed at how many famous people you managed to spot! 

Our next Family Challenge is one to keep you fit and healthy. Good Luck!

 

	Health and Safety. 

· I have noticed that during the holidays several children have had their ears pierced. May I take this opportunity of reminding everyone that earrings are NOT permitted to be worn in school. 

· We have a lovely new play structure in our Foundation Stage  grounds which the children have enjoyed exploring under supervision. Would parents and siblings please note that should children play on this before or after school it is the parent/carers responsibility to ensure safety and supervision.
· Nursery children leaving at 11.30 and those arriving at 1pm must be closely supervised when entering the school grounds/premises by an adult. 



	Home Reading

It is well known that parents who regularly read with and to their children, and who act as good reading role models, play a vital part in their children's development as readers.We are very proud of our reading success at Light Oaks Infant School and very much value the support of parents to reinforce reading skills at home. We do have a lively competition between classes in Key Stage One for home reading and also reward children through the bookmark system. Your help in this area is greatly appreciated! I hope the tip sheet attached will assist you when providing this valuable support.
	PE Kit: 

All children in, Year 1 and Year 2 should have a PE bag in school ready for use and it is also useful and more reassuring for your child if they need to change for any reason during the day to have something of their own to put on.

	Thank You

Thank you to all the parents and children who came back to school to present our Mexican work, which contributed to the International Schools Award. We are very proud of this work and believe our children benefit greatly from the learning about other countries and cultures. 

Connecting Classrooms (Mexico)

Headteachers and teachers from our partner schools in Mexico will be visiting us on Monday afternoon and Tuesday next week. On Wednesday the 19th October there will be a big celebration at Buile Hill Banqueting Suite and this will be open to parents, carers and the community from 3.30p.m. until 

6.00 p.m. The children’s work will be displayed and we are looking forward to seeing you there.

Connecting Classrooms (Kenya)

Over a year ago Miss Stuckey visited Kitui in Kenya with 9 other teachers from Salford, to begin to build up partnerships with the Kenyan schools. In June 2011, Miss Agnes Mwanza from St Phillips Nursery School in Kenya visited our school. Over this October half term, Ms Mann is continuing to strengthen these links by participating in a return visit to Kitui. We look forward to hearing all her stories and looking at the photographs on her return. 

	





	School will close for the end of term holidays at 3-30pm on

Friday 21st  October and re open at 8.55am on Tuesday 1st November.

If there is anything you wish to discuss with me at any time please speak with the office staff who will arrange this.

Many Thanks,

                                                Headteacher


10 Tips on Hearing Your Child Read

As parents you are your child's most influential teacher with an important part to play in helping your child to learn to read. Here are some suggestions on how you can help to make this a positive experience.
1. Choose a quiet time

Set aside a quiet time with no distractions. Ten to fifteen minutes is usually long enough. 

2. Make reading enjoyable

Make reading an enjoyable experience. Sit with your child. Try not to insist if he or she is reluctant. If your child loses interest then do something else. 
3. Maintain the flow

If your child mispronounces a word do not interrupt immediately. Instead allow opportunity for self-correction. It is better to tell a child some unknown words to maintain the flow rather than insisting on trying to build them all up from the sounds of the letters. If your child does try to 'sound out' words, encourage the use of letter sounds rather than 'alphabet names'. 

4. Be positive

If your child says something nearly right to start with that is fine. Don't say 'No. That's wrong,' but 'Let's read it together' and point to the words as you say them. Boost your child's confidence with constant praise for even the smallest achievement. 

5. Success is the key

Parents anxious for a child to progress can mistakenly give a child a book that is too difficult. This can have the opposite effect to the one they are wanting. Remember 'Nothing succeeds like success'. Until your child has built up his or her confidence, it is better to keep to easier books. Struggling with a book with many unknown words is pointless. Flow is lost, text cannot be understood and children can easily become reluctant readers. 
6. Visit the Library

Encourage your child to use the public library regularly. 

7. Regular practice

Try to read with your child on most school days. 'Little and often' is best. Children will benefit from the school reward system for regular home reading.
8. Communicate

Your child will most likely have a reading diary from school. Try to communicate regularly with positive comments and any concerns. Your child will then know that you are interested in their progress and that you value reading. 

9. Talk about the books

There is more to being a good reader than just being able to read the words accurately. Just as important is being able to understand what has been read. Always talk to your child about the book; about the pictures, the characters, how they think the story will end, their favourite part. You will then be able to see how well they have understood and you will help them to develop good comprehension skills. 

10. Variety is important

Remember children need to experience a variety of reading materials eg. picture books, hard backs, comics, magazines, poems, and information books. 
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Welcome to the new school year.


 I hope you have all had a good summer break.  We are now a few weeks into a busy and exciting year in school and we look forward to sharing lots of learning opportunities with you. 





Illness





1 .If your child is absent you must contact school on the first day of absence to let us know the reason.





2. Send a letter with your child on return to school confirming why they were absent.








Absence Reminder


Regular attendance at school is essential in order to achieve the best possible education. Absence from school can affect young children in many ways – learning and life opportunities. As a school we are committed to reducing pupil absence and you too play a vital role in this. I have provided a summary of school policy and procedure – this can be found in full on Page 25 of the School Prospectus.











Years 1 and  2





Children coming into school








Medical/Appointments/ Circumstances





All absences must be authorised by the Headteacher. We ask that you should try to arrange appointments outside of school hours. Where this is unavoidable then, contact the school prior to the appointment putting the reason for the absence request in writing. You may be asked to provide appointment documentation.

















